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Newsflash… good news on the horizon for industry for an OIFPA member… CAMI Automotive,
Ingersoll was recently awarded $90 million dollars and recalled 150 employees. Great news for the
south-western area and the automotive industry.

PAN AM Games coming to Greater Toronto Area for 2015 bringing job opportunities and new business
to that area.

Are we starting to see an upturn in the economy in which we all have been affected? Let’s hope so!!!

Responsibility for Fire Code Compliance

Most property owners and managers are not aware that they are responsible for ensuring that their property is
maintained and operated in compliance with the Ontario Fire Code. They believe that it is not their responsibility
to review their operations and fire protection systems to ensure that their facilities are designed, constructed and
maintained in compliance with the Fire Code. If the fire department has not inspected their facility or identified
any deficiencies they don’t think that they have a problem. They should think again.

Article 1.1.1.1. of the Fire Code states “Unless otherwise specified, the owner shall be responsible for carrying out
the provisions of this Code.” Failure by the Fire Department to identify the deficiencies or to adequately inspect
the building does not relieve the owner from the responsibility and liability for compliance.

An example would be a change in use from steel fabrication occupancy to a plastic manufacturing occupancy. A
sprinkler system designed to protect a steel fabrication facility will not be adequate to protect a plastics
manufacturing operation.

The Ontario Fire Code contains requirements for the property owner to maintain the fire protection systems in a
building and also requires that fire protection systems must be upgraded if there is a change in hazard. Article
2.1.2.2. states “Activities that create a hazard and that are not allowed for in the original design shall not be carried
out in a building unless approved provisions are made to control the hazard.”

In the Fire Code “approved” means approved by the Chief Fire Official who is usually the Fire Chief of the
municipality. The owner is required to upgrade the building fire protection systems or seek approval for
compensating measures to offset the existing conditions from the Chief Fire Official. If the owner does not
upgrade the fire protection including the sprinkler system, they are in direct violation of the Fire Code.

Inspection reports are often prepared by the property insurance inspectors and provided to the owner. These reports
often identify deficiencies in the sprinkler system or other fire protection systems. In many cases the owners opt
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for paying a higher insurance premium rather than spending the capital for fire protection system upgrades. Where
it is determined that a fire protection system is not adequate to protect the existing occupancy, the owner is
responsible for correcting the deficiencies regardless of any fire department inspection or any agreement by their
insurers to accept an inadequate system. At the very least the owner must develop an alternate fire protection plan
and have it approved by the Chief Fire Official.

Recent changes to the Criminal Code have placed an even greater onus on the property owners and managers to
ensure that their facilities are in compliance with the Fire Code. Section 217.1 of the Criminal Code states “Every
one who undertakes, or has the authority, to direct how another person does work or performs a task is under a
legal duty to take reasonable steps to prevent bodily harm to that person, or any other person, arising from that
work or task.” As an owner and business operator a person could be held criminally responsible if some one was
injured or killed because they had failed to comply with the provisions of the Fire Code. Something to think about
the next time there is an issue regarding compliance with the Fire Code or any safety regulations that may affect
employees or building occupants.

Cyril W. Hare
President
Cyril Hare & Associates Inc.

Sunrise Propane faces charges in blast cleanup
Updated: Tue Sep. 01 2009 10:47:26 AM ctvtoronto.ca

The province has laid charges against Sunrise Propane Energy Group and its directors more than a year after a
massive explosion rocked a northwest Toronto neighbourhood.

The environment ministry has charged the company with five offences under the Environmental Protection Act.
The province is accusing the company of failing to clean up the site of the blast.

In addition, two directors of the company are each charged with failing to take reasonable care to ensure the
company complies with a provincial order.

The charges could carry millions of dollars in fines if there is a conviction.

The directors, listed as Shay Ben Moshe and Valery Belahov, are expected in court on Sept. 17.

A propane tank at the Sunrise plant, located in the Lawrence Avenue and Keele Street area, exploded on Aug.
10, 2008, damaging dozens of homes and killing an employee. A firefighter also died while fighting the intense
blaze.

The company was also charged in July by Ontario's labour ministry for violating the Occupational Health and
Safety Act.

Toronto also announced it is suing Sunrise after more than $1 million was spent to clean up the surrounding
area, provide adequate fire services plus related public health costs.

More than 1,000 people had to be evacuated after the explosion released asbestos into the air.
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OIFPA Member is now the new fire chief at Stirling-Rawdon

Stirling – Council has officially elected a new fire chief to serve Stirling-Rawdon starting July 2009.

At a special meeting held June 11, council voted unanimously to name Gene Thompson the new fire chief and
inspector for the municipality.

Thompson has served with the Centre Hastings fire department for 23 years as a senior captain. He will take over
on July 6, and oversee 38 volunteer members of the north and south fire stations, working alongside two deputy
fire chiefs.

“It’s a big job that you’re taking on, but you have two outstanding deputies to work with,” Mayor Peter Kooistra
told Thompson.

Former Stirling-Rawdon Fire Chief Kevin Schooler announced in April he was leaving Stirling-Rawdon after two
years of service with the fire department to accept a position with the Ontario Fire Marshal’s Office in Thunder
Bay.

Update Seminars…

This past year we have been very appreciative of Chris Wood, Response Training Associates who has
travelled updating OIFPA members and non members on Changes to the Ontario Fire Code. We were
fortunate to have a diversified audience from all types of industry and business in the areas where the
seminars took place. Seminars were held in Simcoe, Sarnia, Mississauga, Toronto and Belleville. All
feedback from these seminars has been very positive and more detailed and pertinent sections will have to
be looked at for future dates.

We would like to extend our thanks from the members of the OIFPA to Chris Wood who has facilitated
each of the seminars and has accommodated all those attending for their specific needs. Chris can be
contacted directly at burning-issues@rogers.com or 416 520 7101 for further information and updates.

HINI Virus

Another virus strain has hit our province recently, much like SARS invaded us quickly back several years ago
leaving everyone vulnerable and cautious about visitors and outside contacts. Seminars were cancelled, travel plans
halted and everyone was told to “sit tight” until the Health Dept. gave us the “all clear notification”.

OIFPA will be doing the same as companies have told their employees that outside events could not be attending
and other extenuating circumstances. This means that seminars will be put on hold temporarily, until the last wave
of the virus passes, and we will keep you informed of our forthcoming seminars.

In the meantime, please take all necessary precautions that you have been informed of.




